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As any student of art will tell you, one of the chief accomplishments of the Renaissance was the development
of perspective in painting--the introduction of spatial perception that led to the legendary beauty and majesty
of works by Giotto, Botticelli, and da Vinci. In The Invention of Infinity, Dr. J. V. Field, a noted historian on
math and the arts, tells the remarkable story of how the "practical" mathematics of Renaissance artists
actually influenced the development of "proper" mathematics--a true story of life imitating art.

Here is the fascinating history of the emergence of modern mathematics during the Renaissance, and its
intimate relationship with the artisan and artistic traditions of the time. The book covers the period from
1300 to 1650, when craftsmen were educated in "practical mathematics," and when the field of mathematics
was gradually taking up a more significant place on the intellectual landscape. Field traces the influence of
the mathematics of perspective in the arts, and shows how this led to the invention of a new kind of geometry
in the 17th century--the new projective geometry of Desargues--which proved to be a highly significant
contribution to the development of modern mathematics. Additionally, the author explores the 14th and
15th-century "abacus" schools popular among merchants and craftsmen, and the contrast between these
practical, widely used tools and the abstract arithmetic and geometry taught in the universities of the time,
and their application in the theory of music and elementary astronomy.

Extensively illustrated with superb color and black and white plates, and including selected extracts from the
original mathematical texts, this clear and entertaining account will delight anyone interested in the history
of mathematics and art, as well as in the multi-layered social history of the Renaissance.
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From reader reviews:

Diane Gibbons:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other
folks. When you read this The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance, you could tells
your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make
them reading a e-book.

Barbara Folsom:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This The Invention of Infinity:
Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Michael Hollinger:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the
Renaissance can give you a lot of close friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have The Invention of
Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance.

Michael Velez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the The Invention of Infinity: Mathematics and Art in the Renaissance when you desired it?
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