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On the Santa Fe Trail, a collection of first-hand accounts by nineteenth-century overlanders, offers an
intensely personal view of that arduous trip. In retrospect, the history of the Santa Fe Trail--crossing forests,
prairies, rivers, and deserts--seems overlayed with the gloss of romance and chivalry. It is set off by heroic
attitudes and picturesque adventures. And it has left a deep imprint on one region of the American West.

The trail crossed parts of five modern states--Missouri, Kansas, Oklahoma, Colorado, and New Mexico.
From the perspective of the overland trade, those five are forever bound in historical communion. The route
began in Missouri and ended, after almost a thousand miles, in New Mexico. But it was Kansas that claimed
the largest share of the trail: from a beginning point at either Kansas City or Fort Leavenworth it angled
across the entire state, exiting over four hundred miles later in the southwestern corner. It would be no
exaggeration to say that trade and travel on the Santa Fe Trail derived much of its special flavor from the
Kansas experience and that, in turn, the presence of the trail went a long way toward shaping the early
history of the state.

Many participants in this story, overlanders of various kinds, wrote down what they saw and learned on the
way to Santa Fe. It is with that in mind that Marc Simmons has here collected a dozen narratives and reports
from the middle years of the trail's history--from the early 1840s to the late '60s that is, just after New
Mexico had passed into American hands. It was a period of intense Indian-white conflict and before the
establishment of rail lines along the route. The authors of these narratives--among them several teenagers, a
Spanish aristocrat, an Indian agent, a German immigrant lady, a government scout, and a young New
Mexican drover of the peon class--qualify as plain folk who, without quite intending to, got swept up in the
westering adventure. Simmons has written an introduction to the collection and to each of the narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Reck:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great along with important the book On the Santa Fe Trail. All type of book are
you able to see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Edna Dixon:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this On the Santa Fe Trail book because this book
offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Anne Braden:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The On the Santa Fe Trail is kind of
publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Myra McKenzie:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
whole day to reading a e-book. The book On the Santa Fe Trail it doesn't matter what good to read. There are
a lot of people who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.
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