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A documentary novel of the life and work of Lewis Michaux, Harlem bookseller

'You can't walk straight on a crooked line. You do you'll break your leg. How can you walk straight in a
crooked system?'

Lewis Michaux was born to do things his own way. When a white banker told him to sell fried chicken, not
books, because Negroes don't read,' Lewis took five books and one-hundred dollars and built a bookstore. It
soon became the intellectual center of Harlem, a refuge for everyone from Muhammad Ali to Malcolm X.

In No Crystal Stair, Coretta Scott King Award-winning author Vaunda Micheaux Nelson combines
meticulous research with a storyteller's flair to document the life and times of her great uncle Lewis
Michaux, an extraordinary literacy pioneer of the Civil Rights era.

'My life was no crystal stair, far from it. But I'm taking my leave with some pride. It tickles me to know that
those folks who said I could never sell books to black people are eating crow. I'd say my seeds grew pretty
damn well. And not just the book business. It's the more important business of moving our people forward
that has real meaning.'
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From reader reviews:

Allie Littlefield:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific No Crystal Stair (Coretta
Scott King Author Honor Books) book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Maria Levine:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics,
and soon. The No Crystal Stair (Coretta Scott King Author Honor Books) provide you with a new experience
in studying a book.

Robert Victor:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like No Crystal Stair (Coretta Scott King
Author Honor Books) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's notice.

Betty Jordan:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart or real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this No Crystal Stair (Coretta Scott King Author Honor Books) can make you
sense more interested to read.
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