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One of America's most noted contemporary novelists, John Irving has created a body of fiction of
extraordinary range, moving with ease from romance to fairytale to thriller. Although his fiction follows in
the tradition of the great 19th-century world novelists, he is a quintessential American writer?his novels are
laced with broad humor, farce, and absurd situations. He does not hesitate to tackle the troubling issues that
have faced our nation in the past few decades, such as war, racism, sexism, abortion, violence, and AIDS.
This study offers a clear, accessible reading of Irving's fiction. It analyzes in turn all of his novels from
Setting Free the Bears (1968) to his newest novel A Widow for One Year (1998). It also provides the reader
with a complete bibliography of Irving's fiction, as well as selected reviews and criticism.

Following a biographical chapter on Irving's life, an overview of his fiction explores his work in light of his
literary heritage and use of a variety of genres. Each of the following chapters examines an individual novel:
Setting Free the Bears (1968), The Water-Method Man (1972), The 158-Pound Marriage (1973), The World
According to Garp (1976), The Hotel New Hampshire (1981),  The Cider House Rules (1985), A Prayer for
Owen Meany (1989), A Son of the Circus (1994), and A Widow for One Year (1998). The discussion of each
novel includes sections on plot and character development, thematic issues, and a new and fresh critical
approach from which to read the novel. Campbell explores the great moral range in Irving's novels. She
shows that all his novels deal with a character's quest to discover the self, a journey of raw energy that
touches us because we recognize it as our own. This study will help readers to appreciate the experimental
fiction that is Irving's trademark and his ability to capture the essence of American life in the last part of the
twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Parker:

This John Irving: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) book is not
really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you read a
lot of information you will get. That John Irving: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) without we realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't become worry John Irving: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular
Contemporary Writers) can bring if you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This John Irving: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) having good arrangement in word and layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

William Walker:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This John Irving: A Critical
Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

James Haney:

The book John Irving: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) has a
lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this article book.

Mathew Holstein:

The book untitled John Irving: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary
Writers) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. You can
read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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