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Edward Gibbon's presentation of character in both the History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire
and in his posthumously published Memoirs demonstrates a prevailing interest in the values of transcendent
heroism and individual liberty, but also an insistent awareness of the dangers these values pose to coherence
and narrative order. In this study, Charlotte Roberts demonstrates how these dynamics also inform the
'character' of the Decline and Fall: in which ironic difference confronts enervating uniformity; oddity
counters specious lucidity; and revision combats repetition.

Edward Gibbon and the Shape of History explores the Decline and Fall as a work of scholarship and of
literature, tracing both its expansive outline and its expressive details. A close examination of each of the
three instalments of Gibbon's history reveals an intimate relationship between the style of Gibbon's narrative
and the overall shape of his historiographical composition. The constant interplay between style and
substance, or between the particular details of composition and the larger patterns of argument and narrative,
informs every aspect of Gibbon's work: from his reception of established and innovative historiographical
conventions to the expression of his narrative voice. Through a combination of close reading and larger
literary and scholarly analysis, Charlotte Roberts conveys a sense of the Decline and Fall as a work more
complex and conflicted, in its tone and structure, than has been appreciated by previous scholars, without
losing sight of the grand contours of Gibbon's superlative achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Arthur Dickison:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When
you read this Edward Gibbon and the Shape of History, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon
about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Carl Moss:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try out look for book, may be the book untitled Edward Gibbon and the Shape of History can be excellent
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Brian Rocha:

The book Edward Gibbon and the Shape of History has a lot of information on it. So when you read this
book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Patricia Baker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your
current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Edward Gibbon and the
Shape of History.
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