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During the Cultural Revolution, Mao exhorted the Chinese people to “smash the four olds”: old customs, old
culture, old habits, and old ideas. Yet when the Red Guards in Tiananmen Square chanted “We want to see
Chairman Mao,” they unknowingly used a classical rhythm that dates back to the Han period and is the very
embodiment of the four olds. An Anatomy of Chinese reveals how rhythms, conceptual metaphors, and
political language convey time-honored meanings of which Chinese speakers themselves may not be
consciously aware, and contributes to the ongoing debate over whether language shapes thought, or vice
versa.

Perry Link’s inquiry into the workings of Chinese reveals convergences and divergences with English, most
strikingly in the area of conceptual metaphor. Different spatial metaphors for consciousness, for instance,
mean that English speakers wake up while speakers of Chinese wake across. Other underlying metaphors in
the two languages are similar, lending support to theories that locate the origins of language in the brain. The
distinction between daily-life language and official language has been unusually significant in contemporary
China, and Link explores how ordinary citizens learn to play language games, artfully wielding officialese to
advance their interests or defend themselves from others.

Particularly provocative is Link’s consideration of how Indo-European languages, with their preference for
abstract nouns, generate philosophical puzzles that Chinese, with its preference for verbs, avoids. The mind-
body problem that has plagued Western culture may be fundamentally less problematic for speakers of
Chinese.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Craig:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book called An Anatomy of
Chinese: Rhythm, Metaphor, Politics? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have various other opinion?

Jamie Wallace:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular An Anatomy of Chinese:
Rhythm, Metaphor, Politics to read.

Jamie Durbin:

The reserve with title An Anatomy of Chinese: Rhythm, Metaphor, Politics includes a lot of information that
you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the
globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.

Jennifer Powell:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this An Anatomy of Chinese: Rhythm,
Metaphor, Politics book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question An Anatomy of Chinese:
Rhythm, Metaphor, Politics as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve
that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.
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