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A Space on the Side of the Road vividly evokes an "other" America that survives precariously among the
ruins of the West Virginia coal camps and "hollers." To Kathleen Stewart, this particular "other" exists as an
excluded subtext to the American narrative of capitalism, modernization, materialism, and democracy. In
towns like Amigo, Red Jacket, Helen, Odd, Viper, Decoy, and Twilight, men and women "just settin'" track
a dense social imaginary through stories of traumas, apparitions, encounters, and eccentricities. Stewart
explores how this rhythmic, dramatic, and complicated storytelling imbues everyday life in the hills and
forms a cultural poetics. Alternating her own ruminations on language, culture, and politics with continuous
accounts of "just talk," Stewart propels us into the intensity of this nervous, surreal "space on the side of the
road." It is a space that gives us a glimpse into a breach in American society itself, where graveyards of
junked cars and piles of other trashed objects endure along with the memories that haunt those who have
been left behind by "progress."

Like James Agee's portrayal of the poverty-stricken tenant farmers of the Depression South in Let Us Now
Praise Famous Men, this book uses both language and photographs to help readers encounter a fragmented
and betrayed community, one "occupied" by schoolteachers, doctors, social workers, and other professionals
representing an "official" America. Holding at bay any attempts at definitive, social scientific analysis,
Stewart has concocted a new sort of ethnographic writing that conveys the immediacy, density, texture, and
materiality of the coal camps. A Space on the Side of the Road finally bridges the gap between anthropology
and cultural studies and provides us with a brilliant and challenging experiment in thinking and writing about
"America."
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From reader reviews:

Glenn Flinchum:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs
but the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A Space on
the Side of the Road is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

Maureen Harris:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A Space on the Side of the Road
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, you may pick A Space on the Side of the Road become your current starter.

Mark Clark:

Beside this specific A Space on the Side of the Road in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so
don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have A
Space on the Side of the Road because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you
occasionally have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from now!

Elizabeth Jamerson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book but additionally novel and A Space on the Side of the Road or others
sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read more
and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping
them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes A Space on the
Side of the Road to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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