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This original study explores the new idea of theory that emerged in the wake of the French Revolution. Leon
Chai sees in the Romantic age a significant movement across several broad fields of intellectual endeavor,
from theoretical concepts to an attempt to understand how they arise. He contends that this movement led to
a spatial treatment of concepts, the primacy of development over concepts, and the creation of metatheory, or
the formal analysis of theory.

Chai begins with P. B. Shelley on the need for conceptual framework, or theory. He then considers how
Friedrich Wolf and Friedrich Schlegel shift from a preoccupation with antiquity to a heightened self-
awareness of Romantic nostalgia for that lost past. He finds a similar reflexivity in Napoleon's battle plan at
Jena and, subsequently, in Hegel's move from substance to subject. Chai then turns to the sciences: Xavier
Bichat's rejection of the idea of a unitary vital principle for life as process; the chemical theory of matter
developed by Humphry Davy; and the work of Évariste Galois, whose proof of the solvability of equations
using radicals ushered in the age of metatheory.

Chai concludes with reactions to theory: Coleridge's proposal of the conflict between reason and
understanding as a model of theory, Mary Shelley's effort to replace theory with a different kind of
relationship to external others, and Hölderlin's reflection on the limits of representation and the possibility of
fulfillment beyond it.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

The reason why? Because this Romantic Theory: Forms of Reflexivity in the Revolutionary Era is an
unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret
this inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning entirely. So ,
it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book
store hurriedly.

Daryl Glover:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
Romantic Theory: Forms of Reflexivity in the Revolutionary Era your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The Romantic Theory: Forms of Reflexivity in the
Revolutionary Era giving you another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you
useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Jeffrey Bumgardner:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Romantic Theory:
Forms of Reflexivity in the Revolutionary Era which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Robert Bowser:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Romantic Theory: Forms of Reflexivity in the
Revolutionary Era. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out
to be precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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