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How did the French Revolutionaries explain, justify, and understand the extraordinary violence of their
revolution? In debating this question, historians have looked to a variety of eighteenth-century sources, from
Rousseau's writings to Old Regime protest tactics. A Natural History of Revolution suggests that it is perhaps
on a different shelf of the Enlightenment library that we might find the best clues for understanding the
French Revolution: namely, in studies of the natural world. In their attempts to portray and explain the events
of the Revolution, political figures, playwrights, and journalists often turned to the book of nature:
phenomena such as hailstorms and thunderbolts found their way into festivals, plays, and political speeches
as descriptors of revolutionary activity. The particular way that revolutionaries deployed these metaphors
drew on notions derived from the natural science of the day about regeneration, purgation, and balance.

In examining a series of tropes (earthquakes, lightning, mountains, swamps, and volcanoes) that played an
important role in the public language of the Revolution, A Natural History of Revolution reveals that
understanding the use of this natural imagery is fundamental to our understanding of the Terror. Eighteenth-
century natural histories had demonstrated that in the natural world, apparent disorder could lead to a
restored equilibrium, or even regeneration. This logic drawn from the natural world offered the
revolutionaries a crucial means of explaining and justifying revolutionary transformation. If thunder could
restore balance in the atmosphere, and if volcanic eruptions could create more fertile soil, then so too could
episodes of violence and disruption in the political realm be portrayed as necessary for forging a new order
in revolutionary France.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Lucero:

Here thing why this specific A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French
Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is
good nonetheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. A Natural
History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar with
A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794.
It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing which happened in the world
which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of A
Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 in
e-book can be your alternate.

Jason Harden:

This A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-
1794 tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this A
Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794
can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
an individual with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that
this A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-
1794 giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

John Smithers:

This A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-
1794 is great book for you because the content that is full of information for you who also always deal with
world and get to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with attractive delivering sentences. Having A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and
Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 in your hand like getting the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but
this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt
in which?



Loretta Jones:

Beside this particular A Natural History of Revolution: Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary
Imagination, 1789-1794 in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have A Natural History of Revolution:
Violence and Nature in the French Revolutionary Imagination, 1789-1794 because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning.
Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book and also
read it from right now!
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