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We think we know what upward mobility stories are about--virtuous striving justly rewarded, or unprincipled
social climbing regrettably unpunished. Either way, these stories seem obviously concerned with the self-
making of self-reliant individuals rather than with any collective interest. In Upward Mobility and the
Common Good, Bruce Robbins completely overturns these assumptions to expose a hidden tradition of erotic
social interdependence at the heart of the literary canon.

Reinterpreting novels by figures such as Balzac, Stendhal, Charlotte Brontë, Dickens, Dreiser, Wells,
Doctorow, and Ishiguro, along with a number of films, Robbins shows how deeply the material and erotic
desires of upwardly mobile characters are intertwined with the aid they receive from some sort of benefactor
or mentor. In his view, Hannibal Lecter of The Silence of the Lambs becomes a key figure of social mobility
in our time. Robbins argues that passionate and ambiguous relationships (like that between Lecter and
Clarice Starling) carry the upward mobility story far from anyone's simple self-interest, whether the
protagonist's or the mentor's. Robbins concludes that upward mobility stories have paradoxically helped
American and European society make the transition from an ethic of individual responsibility to one of
collective accountability, a shift that made the welfare state possible, but that also helps account for society's
fascination with cases of sexual abuse and harassment by figures of authority.
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From reader reviews:

Cindy Searcy:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something
that they don't want do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Upward Mobility and
the Common Good: Toward a Literary History of the Welfare State. All type of book can you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Mary McDonald:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary History of the Welfare State, you may tells
your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make
them reading a publication.

Sherman Etheridge:

This Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary History of the Welfare State is great e-
book for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
get to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or
we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary History of the
Welfare State in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous one particular. We
can say that no publication that offer you world inside ten or fifteen moment right but this publication
already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Susan Hare:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. With
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in



search of the Upward Mobility and the Common Good: Toward a Literary History of the Welfare State when
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