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Jonathan Israel presents the first major reassessment of the Western Enlightenment for a generation.
Continuing the story he began in the best-selling Radical Enlightenment , and now focusing his attention on
the first half of the eighteenth century, he returns to the original sources to offer a groundbreaking new
perspective on the nature and development of the most important currents in modern thought.

Israel traces many of the core principles of Western modernity to their roots in the social, political, and
philosophical ferment of this period: the primacy of reason, democracy, racial equality, feminism, religious
toleration, sexual emancipation, and freedom of expression. He emphasizes the dual character of the
Enlightenment, and the bitter struggle between on the one hand a generally dominant, anti-democratic
mainstream, supporting the monarchy, aristocracy, and ecclesiastical authority, and on the other a largely
repressed democratic, republican, and "materialist" radical fringe. He also contends that the supposedly
separate French, British, German, Dutch, and Italian enlightenments interacted to such a degree that their
study in isolation gives a hopelessly distorted picture.

A work of dazzling and highly accessible scholarship, Enlightenment Contested will be the definitive
reference point for historians, philosophers, and anyone engaged with this fascinating period of human
development.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Jackson:

This Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading
this book is usually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity,
and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 without we know teach the one who studying it become critical in
imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the
Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 can bring if you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' come
to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Enlightenment Contested:
Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 having excellent arrangement in word
along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Lillian Chatman:

Here thing why this Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-
1752 are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Enlightenment Contested:
Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 giving you information deeper and
different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with Enlightenment
Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752. It gives you thrill looking at
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps can be
happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by
train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Enlightenment Contested:
Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-1752 in e-book can be your choice.

Joseph Bateman:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read a new
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day to reading
a book. The book Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man 1670-
1752 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive
but this book features high quality.



Wanda Davis:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Enlightenment Contested: Philosophy, Modernity, and the Emancipation of Man
1670-1752 can make you feel more interested to read.
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