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Improvisation rattles some listeners. Maybe they’re even suspicious of it. John Coltrane’s saxophonic flights
of fancy, Jimi Hendrix’s feedback drenched guitar solos, Ravi Shankar’s sitar extrapolations—all these
sounds seem like so much noodling or jamming, indulgent self-expression. “Just” improvising, as is
sometimes said. For these music fans, it seems natural that music is meant to be composed. In the first book
of its kind, John Corbett’s A Listener’s Guide to Free Improvisation provides a how-to manual for the most
extreme example of spontaneous improvising: music with no pre-planned material at all. Drawing on over
three decades of writing about, presenting, playing, teaching, and studying freely improvised music, Corbett
offers an enriching set of tools that show any curious listener how to really listen, and he encourages them to
enjoy the human impulse— found all around the world— to make up music on the spot.

           

Corbett equips his reader for a journey into a difficult musical landscape, where there is no steady beat, no
pre-ordained format, no overarching melodic or harmonic framework, and where tones can ring with the
sharpest of burrs. In “Fundamentals,” he explores key areas of interest, such as how the musicians interact,
the malleability of time, overcoming impatience, and watching out for changes and transitions; he grounds
these observations in concrete listening exercises, a veritable training regime for musical attentiveness. Then
he takes readers deeper in “Advanced Techniques,” plumbing the philosophical conundrums at the heart of
free improvisation, including topics such as the influence of the audience and the counterintuitive challenge
of listening while asleep. Scattered throughout are helpful and accessible lists of essential
resources—recordings, books, videos— and a registry of major practicing free improvisors from Noël
Akchoté to John Zorn, particularly essential because this music is best experienced live.

           

The result is a concise, humorous, and inspiring guide, a unique book that will help transform one of the
world’s most notoriously unapproachable artforms into a rewarding and enjoyable experience. 
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From reader reviews:

Galen Dent:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for us. The book A Listener's Guide to Free Improvisation has been making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The
book A Listener's Guide to Free Improvisation is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to get your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship while using book A Listener's Guide to Free Improvisation. You never really feel lose
out for everything in the event you read some books.

Audrey Thompson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded
place and notice by means of surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain
than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific A
Listener's Guide to Free Improvisation book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is usually more than just a book.

Christopher Levi:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name A Listener's Guide to
Free Improvisation suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled A Listener's Guide to Free Improvisationis one of several books in which everyone read now. That
book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Corinne Schlegel:

The reserve with title A Listener's Guide to Free Improvisation contains a lot of information that you can
discover it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the glowbal
growth. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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