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“The reader is left breathless by the whirlwind achievements of master suburban planner and visionary
George Merrick, so excellently written and documented. George Merrick, Son of the South Wind takes us on
Merrick’s journey through pastoral grapefruit groves to a meticulous and innovative Coral Gables and its
melancholy conclusion.”—Howard Kleinberg, former editor of the Miami News
 
“At once an epic and sweeping story of the making of a place and a profoundly intimate story of a man and
his dreams.”—Beth Dunlop, editor of Modern Magazine
 
“Parks brings George Merrick to life—his resources and passions, his colleagues and his adversaries. She
guides us through the earliest guava groves to the City of Coral Gables we see today, providing insight into
its creation and provoking reflection on our responsibility for stewardship.”—Joanna Lombard, coauthor of
Historic Landscapes of Florida
 
“Parks has written a passionate, compelling biography of George Merrick, one of America’s earliest
developers of a carefully planned, Mediterranean-styled community.”—Paul S. George, author of Along the
Miami River and Little Havana
 
 
The story of developers selling off the Sunshine State is as old as the first railroad tracks laid across the
peninsula. But seldom do we hear about the men who actually built a better Florida. In George Merrick, Son
of the South Wind, South Florida historian Arva Moore Parks recounts George Merrick’s quest to distinguish
himself from the legions of developers who sought only profit.
         
Helping to create the land boom of the 1920s, Merrick transformed his family’s citrus grove just outside of
Miami into one of the finest planned communities: the “master suburb” of Coral Gables. With a team of
architects and city planners, he built homes for the growing middle class in the Mediterranean Style using
local stone, while investing in public infrastructure by designing and building parks and pools, trolley lines
and waterways. He pledged land for a library and the university that would become the University of Miami.
Hailed in national publications as a visionary, Merrick was green before green, a New Urbanist before the
movement even had a name.
         
As Coral Gables and Merrick prospered, he reinvested in education, affordable housing, and other
progressive causes. But the Great Depression ravaged Miami, and Merrick’s idealism cost him his fortune.
He died with an estate worth less than $400.
         
Ralph Waldo Emerson, whose essays and poems inspired Merrick, wrote, “An institution is the lengthened
shadow of one man,” and Merrick’s legacy is imbued in every stone and every tree of Coral Gables.         
With unprecedented access to the Merrick family, and mining a treasure trove of Merrick’s personal letters,
documents, speeches, and manuscripts, Parks presents the remarkable story of George Merrick and the
development of one of the nation’s most iconic planned cities. 
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Strickland:

Beside this specific George Merrick, Son of the South Wind: Visionary Creator of Coral Gables in your
phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh in the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous
people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have George Merrick, Son of the South Wind: Visionary
Creator of Coral Gables because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but
you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you
still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!

Loren Hatfield:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need to
do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the
top record in your reading list is actually George Merrick, Son of the South Wind: Visionary Creator of
Coral Gables. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in becoming
precious person. By looking way up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Alice Wilkerson:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication George Merrick, Son of the South Wind: Visionary Creator of
Coral Gables was filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific
disciplines competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading any book. If you know how big
benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.

Eric Beckman:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the George Merrick, Son of the South Wind: Visionary Creator of Coral Gables when you essential
it?
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