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Examines Darwin’s concept of species in a philosophical context.

Since the 1859 publication of On the Origin of Species, the concept of “species” in biology has been widely
debated, with its precise definition far from settled. And yet, amazingly, there have been no books devoted to
Charles Darwin’s thinking on the term until now. David N. Stamos gives us a groundbreaking, historical
reconstruction of Darwin’s detailed, yet often misinterpreted, thoughts on this complex concept.

Stamos provides a thorough and detailed analysis of Darwin’s extensive writings, both published and
unpublished, in order to reveal Darwin’s actual species concept. Stamos argues that Darwin had a unique
evolutionary species concept in mind, one that was not at all a product of his time. Challenging currently
accepted views that believe Darwin was merely following the species ascriptions of his fellow naturalists,
Stamos works to prove that this prevailing, nominalistic view should be overturned. This book also addresses
three issues pertinent to the philosophy of science: the modern species problem, the nature of concept change
in scientific revolutions, and the contextualist trend in professional history of science.

“Stamos works to tease out a consistent concept of species from the whole corpus of Darwin’s work … He
… offers a critical analysis of Kuhnian interpretations of Darwin’s work, and one critical of purely
‘externalist’ accounts of science and of Darwin’s scientific work in particular.” — CHOICE

“…a plausible, well-argued, and empirically sustained interpretation of Darwin’s concept of species. — ISIS

“Even if the author’s opponents remain unconverted by this book, they will heartily appreciate its deep
scholarship and careful reasoning. While it is unlikely that anyone will ever deliver the final word on
Darwin’s philosophy of biology, this book will force those who find in Darwin an ally for nominalism to
reconsider and soften their claims.” — Loyal Rue, author of Everybody’s Story: Wising Up to the Epic of
Evolution

“This book is a fine contribution to the ongoing debate on the Darwinian revolution.” — Michael T.
Ghiselin, author of Metaphysics and the Origin of Species
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Saldana:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Darwin and the Nature of Species
(SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology). All type of book can you see on many options. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Michael Trejo:

This Darwin and the Nature of Species (SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology) book is simply not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This Darwin and the Nature of Species (SUNY series in Philosophy and
Biology) without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Darwin and the Nature of Species (SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology) can
bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Darwin and the Nature of Species (SUNY series in Philosophy
and Biology) having great arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested
in reading.

Earl Martinez:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Darwin and the Nature of Species (SUNY
series in Philosophy and Biology), you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its referred to as reading friends.

Tina Wilson:

Beside this specific Darwin and the Nature of Species (SUNY series in Philosophy and Biology) in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the
knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Darwin and the Nature of Species (SUNY series in
Philosophy and Biology) because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but
you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand.



The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the item? Find this book as well as read it from at this point!
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