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Wives, Slaves, and Concubines argues that Dutch colonial practices and law created a new set of social and
economic divisions in Batavia-Jakarta, modern-day Indonesia, to deal with difficult realities in Southeast
Asia. Jones uses compelling stories from ordinary Asian women to explore the profound structural changes
occurring at the end of the early colonial period—changes that helped birth the modern world order. Based
on previously untapped criminal proceedings and testimonies by women who appeared before the Dutch East
India Company’s Court of Alderman, this fascinating study details the ways in which demographic and
economic realities transformed the social and legal landscape of 18th-century Batavia-Jakarta.
 
Southeast Asian women played an inordinately important role in the functioning of the early modern Asia
Trade and in the short- and long-term operations of the Dutch East India Company (VOC). Southeast Asia
was a place where most individuals operated within an intricate web of multiple, fluid, situational, and
reciprocal social relationships ranging from dependence to bondedness to slavery. The 18th century
represents an important turning point: the relatively open and autonomous Asia Trade that prompted
Columbus to set sail had begun to give way to an age of high imperialism and European economic
hegemony. How did these changes affect life for ordinary women in early modern Dutch Asia, and how did
the transformations wrought by Dutch colonialism alter their lives?
 
The VOC created a legal division that favored members of mixed VOC families, those in which Asian
women married men employed by the VOC. Thus, employment—not race—became the path to legal
preference, a factor that disadvantaged the rest of the Asian women. In short, colonialism created a new
underclass in Asia, one that had a particularly female cast. By the latter half of the 18th century, an
increasingly operational dichotomy of slave and free supplanted an otherwise fluid system of reciprocal
bondedness. The inherent divisions of this new system engendered social friction, especially as the emergent
early modern economic order demanded new, tractable forms of labor. Dutch domestic law gave power to
female elites in Dutch Asia, but it left the majority of women vulnerable to the more privileged on both sides
of this legal divide. Slaves fled and violence erupted when traditional expectations of social mobility collided
with new demands from the masters and the state.
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From reader reviews:

Kurt Gomez:

This Wives, Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia are usually reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Wives, Slaves, and
Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia can be on the list of great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that
probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the
place and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Wives, Slaves, and
Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

David Simpson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
Wives, Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in Dutch Asia can be your answer as it
can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Karen Schanz:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Wives, Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female Underclass in
Dutch Asia this guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific
book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That's why this book
appropriate all of you.

Crystal Thomas:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is Wives, Slaves, and Concubines: A History of the Female
Underclass in Dutch Asia. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer
in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this e-book you can get many



advantages.
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