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One of the most important questions of human existence is what drives nations to war?especially massive,
system-threatening war. Much military history focuses on the who, when, and where of war. In this riveting
book, Dale C. Copeland brings attention to bear on why governments make decisions that lead to, sustain,
and intensify conflicts.

Copeland presents detailed historical narratives of several twentieth-century cases, including World War I,
World War II, and the Cold War. He highlights instigating factors that transcend individual personalities,
styles of government, geography, and historical context to reveal remarkable consistency across several
major wars usually considered dissimilar. The result is a series of challenges to established interpretive
positions and provocative new readings of the causes of conflict.

Classical realists and neorealists claim that dominant powers initiate war. Hegemonic stability realists
believe that wars are most often started by rising states. Copeland offers an approach stronger in explanatory
power and predictive capacity than these three brands of realism: he examines not only the power resources
but the shifting power differentials of states. He specifies more precisely the conditions under which state
decline leads to conflict, drawing empirical support from the critical cases of the twentieth century as well as
major wars spanning from ancient Greece to the Napoleonic Wars.
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From reader reviews:

James Stover:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a e-book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of The Origins of Major War (Cornell
Studies in Security Affairs) book as starter and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Michael Davis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen in you if you take The Origins of Major War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) as your
daily resource information.

Pamela Rhodes:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and also soon.
The The Origins of Major War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) provide you with a new experience in
looking at a book.

Maria Hughes:

A lot of book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book The Origins of Major War (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs). You'll be able to your
knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually
happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one place to other
place.
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