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The story of four modern American Catholics who made literature out of their search for God

In the mid-twentieth century four American Catholics came to believe that the best way to explore the
questions of religious faith was to write about them-in works that readers of all kinds could admire. The Life
You Save May Be Your Own is their story-a vivid and enthralling account of great writers and their power
over us.

Thomas Merton was a Trappist monk in Kentucky; Dorothy Day the founder of the Catholic Worker in New
York; Flannery O'Connor a "Christ-haunted" literary prodigy in Georgia; Walker Percy a doctor in New
Orleans who quit medicine to write fiction and philosophy. A friend came up with a name for them-the
School of the Holy Ghost-and for three decades they exchanged letters, ardently read one another's books,
and grappled with what one of them called a "predicament shared in common."

A pilgrimage is a journey taken in light of a story; and in The Life You Save May Be Your Own Paul Elie tells
these writers' story as a pilgrimage from the God-obsessed literary past of Dante and Dostoevsky out into the
thrilling chaos of postwar American life. It is a story of how the Catholic faith, in their vision of things, took
on forms the faithful could not have anticipated. And it is a story about the ways we look to great books and
writers to help us make sense of our experience, about the power of literature to change-to save-our lives.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Palmer:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Life You Save May Be
Your Own: An American Pilgrimage? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have various other opinion?

David Tillery:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An
American Pilgrimage book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the details in
this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Kori Pierson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual The Life You Save
May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Stacey Williams:

This The Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage is completely new way for you who
has intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this The
Life You Save May Be Your Own: An American Pilgrimage can be the light food for you because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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