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The ancient world served as an unconventional source of inspiration for a generation of modernists. Drawing
on examples from literature, dance, photography, and film, Modernism's Mythic Pose argues that a strain of
antimodern-classicism permeates modernist celebrations of novelty, shock, and technology.

The touchstone of Preston's study is Delsartism--the popular transnational movement which promoted
mythic statue--posing, poetic recitation, and other hybrid solo performances for health and spiritual
development. Derived from nineteenth-century acting theorist François Delsarte and largely organized by
women, Delsartism shaped modernist performances, genres, and ideas of gender. Even Ezra Pound, a famous
promoter of the "new," made ancient figures speak in the "old" genre of the dramatic monologue and
performed public recitations. Recovering precedents in nineteenth-century popular entertainments and
Delsartism's hybrid performances, this book considers the canonical modernists Pound and T. S. Eliot,
lesser-known poets like Charlotte Mew, the Russian filmmaker Lev Kuleshov, Isadora Duncan the
international dance star, and H.D. as poet and film actor.

Preston's interdisciplinary engagement with performance, poetics, modern dance, and silent film
demonstrates that studies of modernism often overemphasize breaks with the past. Modernism also posed
myth in an ambivalent relationship to modernity, a halt in the march of progress that could function as
escapism, skeptical critique, or a figure for the death of gods and civilizations.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Tremblay:

The book Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture)
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the great thing like a book Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance
(Modernist Literature and Culture)? Some of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in
which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book
Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) has simple
shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Christina Ruiz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker to share. You
can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You can
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
acceptable all of you.

George Jamison:

Beside this Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture)
in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and
the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo
Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as well as read it
from at this point!

Kelly Spinney:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This book Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo
Performance (Modernist Literature and Culture) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website.



As we know that book Modernism's Mythic Pose: Gender, Genre, Solo Performance (Modernist Literature
and Culture) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you
bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading which.
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