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An innovative and fascinating new version of Dante Alighieri's Inferno as it has never been rendered

Stopped mid-motion in the middle
Of what we call a life, I looked up and saw no sky-
Only a dense cage of leaf, tree, and twig. I was lost.
--from Canto I

Award-winning poet Mary Jo Bang has translated the Inferno into English at a moment when popular culture
is so prevalent that it has even taken Dante, author of the fourteenth century epic poem, The Divine Comedy,
and turned him into an action-adventure video game hero. Dante, a master of innovation, wrote his poem in
the vernacular, rather than in literary Latin. Bang has similarly created an idiomatically rich contemporary
version that is accessible, musical, and audacious. She's matched Dante's own liberal use of allusion and
literary borrowing by incorporating literary and cultural references familiar to contemporary readers:
Shakespeare and Dickinson, Freud and South Park, Kierkegaard and Stephen Colbert. The Inferno--the
allegorical story of a spiritual quest that begins in a dark forest, traverses Hell's nine circles, and ends at the
hopeful edge of purgatory--was also an indictment of religious hypocrisy and political corruption. In its time,
the poem was stunningly new. Bang's version is true to the original: lyrical, politically astute, occasionally
self-mocking, and deeply moving. With haunting illustrations by Henrik Drescher, this is the most readable
Inferno available in English, a truly remarkable achievement.
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From reader reviews:

Eliseo Watkins:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or exercise. Well, probably you will want this Inferno: A New Translation.

Carol Ray:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider if those
information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen inside you if you take Inferno: A New Translation as your daily resource information.

Sandra Byrom:

Precisely why? Because this Inferno: A New Translation is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide
waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside of
easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So ,
still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Theresa Frost:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book Inferno: A New Translation was colorful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Inferno: A New Translation has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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