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In 1965, an impoverished elderly woman was found dead in Nice, France. Her death marked the end of an
era; she was the last of the great courtesans. Known as La Belle Otero, she was a volcanic Spanish beauty
whose patrons included Kaiser Wilhelm II, the Prince of Wales (later King Edward VII) and Grand Duke
Nicholas of Russia. She accumulated an enormous fortune, but gambled it all away. Scarlet Women tells her
story and many more, including:

Marie Duplessis, who inspired characters by both Dumas and Verdi;
Clara Ward, a rare American courtesan who hunted for a European aristocrat, but having married a Belgian
prince, ran away with a gypsy violinist;
Ninon de L'Enclos, who was offered 50,000 crowns by Cardinal Richelieu for one night. Money left in her
will paid for Voltaire's education.

Courtesans were an elite group of talented, professional mistresses. The most successful became wealthy and
famous in their own right. While they led charmed lives, they occupied a curious position: they enjoyed
freedom and political power unknown to most women, but they were ostracised by polite society. From the
hetaerae of ancient Greece to the cortigiani onesti of 16th century Venice, the oiran of Edo-period Japan to
the demimondaines of 19th century France, this captivating book--perfect for readers of A Treasury of Royal
Scandals--uncovers the rich, colorful lives of these women who dared to pursue fortunes outside their
societies' norms.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Burroughs:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read any book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the
entire day to reading a book. The book Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines,
and Royal Mistresses it is very good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you
can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Adrian White:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is usually Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses.

Robert Thompson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Scarlet Women: The Scandalous
Lives of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right,
you still desire to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't
obtain it, oh come on its called reading friends.

James Voyles:

You may spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Scarlet Women: The Scandalous Lives
of Courtesans, Concubines, and Royal Mistresses is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-
book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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