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In the early decades of the 20th century, Sheldon Cheney was the American theatre's zealous missionary for
modernism. In 1916, Cheney founded Theatre Arts Magazine in Detroit with the intent to foster and support
a "renaissance" in America. Through this publication, Cheney gave voice to scores of "little theatres"?groups
around the country with artistic aspirations and local commitment that would become the models for the
American regional theatre movement later in the century.

In the first five years of Theatre Arts Magazine are the keys to understanding the progressive movement for a
modern American theatre: the tension between commercial and non-commercial theatre, the yearning for
more than realistic scenery, and the call for an "authentic" American voice in playwriting. Publishing
articles, photographs, and drawings by modernist stage designers, Cheney helped popularize the New
Stagecraft and elevated the identity of the American scenic designer from a craftsperson to an artist. As
progressives around the country read Theatre Arts Magazine, Cheney's assessment of the sins of American
commercial theatre and the plan for its salvation eventually became the convictions of a generation.

Sheldon Cheney's Theatre Arts Magazine: Promoting a Modern American Theatre, 1916-1921 enriches
understanding of a critical period in American history and illuminates major issues of 20th century theatre
and drama. Author DeAnna Toten Beard gives a brief history of the magazine, biographical information
about Cheney, and an explanation of his philosophy of modernist theatre. Each chapter of the book considers
a different topic relevant to Cheney's magazine, and selected articles are enhanced by full notations. This
collection will help readers understand the dynamic nature of the discourse on modernism in America in the
World War I era and, by extension, may even encourage fresh considerations about our contemporary stage.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Houde:

The book Sheldon Cheney's Theatre Arts Magazine: Promoting a Modern American Theatre, 1916-1921
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make looking at a book Sheldon Cheney's Theatre Arts Magazine: Promoting a
Modern American Theatre, 1916-1921 to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start
and read a book Sheldon Cheney's Theatre Arts Magazine: Promoting a Modern American Theatre, 1916-
1921. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Miriam Ellis:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a e-book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking at a
book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the figures do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this Sheldon Cheney's
Theatre Arts Magazine: Promoting a Modern American Theatre, 1916-1921, you are able to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
e-book.

James Murray:

The e-book with title Sheldon Cheney's Theatre Arts Magazine: Promoting a Modern American Theatre,
1916-1921 includes a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book.
This particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you throughout new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

David Paras:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent
24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book Sheldon Cheney's Theatre Arts Magazine: Promoting a Modern



American Theatre, 1916-1921 it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book offers high quality.
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