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William Walker traces British and American attempts to control the Asian opium trade from the fall of the
Manchu dynasty in China in 1912 to the French withdrawal from Indochina in 1954. Analyzing the moral,
cultural, economic, political, diplomatic, and security aspects of drug control, Walker argues that the fight
against opium played a significant, and virtually unexamined, role in Anglo-American relations and security
interests in the region.

Throughout much of China and Southeast Asia, many farmers had cultivated opium for generations, and at
times survival itself seemed to depend upon the market for the poppy crop. Before World War II, the British
tolerated the deeply entrenched culture of the poppy in China in order to safeguard their economic and
political interests. Conversely, the Americans, who had far less at stake in Asia strategically or economically,
consistently opposed the opium trade. During the war, the United States defined opium as a strategic
commodity and tried to restrict Japanese access to it. Following the war, American hopes of limiting the
Asian drug trade were thwarted by civil war in China. Finally, as the Cold War spread to Southeast Asia in
the 1950s, drug control was subordinated to Western security concerns in the fight against communism.

Basing his study upon extensive archival research in British and American sources, Walker shows that the
chances for opium control were never good and that ultimately the search for order in Asia on Western terms
failed. United States drug-control officials, Walker contends, must share in the blame for that failure.

Originally published in 1991.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Irving Hansen:

This Opium and Foreign Policy: The Anglo-american Search for Order in Asia, 1912-1954 book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
read a lot of information you will get. This specific Opium and Foreign Policy: The Anglo-american Search
for Order in Asia, 1912-1954 without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking
and analyzing. Don't become worry Opium and Foreign Policy: The Anglo-american Search for Order in
Asia, 1912-1954 can bring when you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' become full
because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Opium and Foreign Policy: The
Anglo-american Search for Order in Asia, 1912-1954 having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so
you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Terry Palladino:

The publication untitled Opium and Foreign Policy: The Anglo-american Search for Order in Asia, 1912-
1954 is the e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content that will be
shown to an individual. The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Opium and Foreign
Policy: The Anglo-american Search for Order in Asia, 1912-1954 from the publisher to make you a lot more
enjoy free time.

David Trudeau:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer can be Opium and Foreign Policy: The Anglo-american Search for
Order in Asia, 1912-1954 why because the fantastic cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover.
Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Virgie Haynes:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Opium and Foreign Policy: The Anglo-american Search
for Order in Asia, 1912-1954. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer



in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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