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With volume 24 of the Revolutionary War Series, the conflict enters a new decade. New Year's Day 1780
finds Washington in winter quarters at Morristown, N.J., having established his headquarters at the Ford
mansion there one month earlier.

During the weeks covered by this volume, the Continental army experienced the harshest winter of the war.
But the severity of the winter did not prevent Washington from mounting an offensive against British forces.
Ice had formed a natural bridge to Staten Island, and Washington decided to use the situation to launch a
major attack on the enemy's forts there. He assigned Major General Stirling to command the strike and
assigned him 2,600 troops. Stirling launched the assault as planned in the early morning of 15 January, but
the next day he had to report to Washington that the operation had failed. Although the attack was fruitless, it
provides evidence of Washington's aggressive generalship: a major winter attack designed to cut off and
capture enemy garrisons.

Washington's enemy was not idle either. In addition to several raids on New Jersey towns and surprise
attacks on outlying detachments, the British launched one operation with a far more ambitious goal: to seize
Washington at the Ford mansion and carry him into New York City as a prisoner. The attack failed, but it
was the deep snow--and not American bullets--that stopped the cavalry force sent to capture Washington.

Enemy operations, however, were not the greatest threat to the survival of Washington's army. The harshness
of the winter, the precarious state of Continental finances, and the resulting lack of provisions threatened his
forces with starvation. To feed his troops, Washington implemented an emergency "requisition" of
provisions throughout New Jersey.

As usual, administration of the army consumed much of Washington's time. In addition to obtaining
supplies, he had to oversee recruiting the army, obtaining clothing for his men, negotiating for the exchange
of prisoners, and conducting inspections, as well as attending to the professionalism and discipline of the
army. His burden became so heavy that in February he felt it would be "impossible" for him to execute the
duties of commander in chief unless he received more support from his senior officers.

Several letters to or from well-known figures of the Revolution appear in this volume, including Benedict
Arnold, Benjamin Franklin, and Robert Morris. Washington's letter to Morris gives rare insight into the
general's personal life. The commander in chief expressed his inclination to accept Morris's invitation to
spend some of the winter with him, but he lamented that "public duty" necessitated remaining with the army
at Morristown. He would, he explained to Morris, have to forgo such "social enjoyments" until the end of the
war.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above.
Every person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Papers of George
Washington: 1 January-9 March 1780 (Revolutionary War Series). All type of book are you able to see on
many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Terrie Anderson:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read one
together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The The Papers of George Washington: 1
January-9 March 1780 (Revolutionary War Series) is kind of guide which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Valerie Herrera:

This book untitled The Papers of George Washington: 1 January-9 March 1780 (Revolutionary War Series)
to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get
a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Frank Tye:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Papers of George Washington: 1 January-9 March 1780
(Revolutionary War Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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