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Despite Korea, despite Vietnam, despite a dozen smaller conflicts, a generation of Americans refers to World
War II simply as "the War." Indeed, there has been nothing like it in human history: a single war that
spanned three continents--a war which saw more men and women under arms, more deaths, and more
destruction than any other. Now Oxford University Press provides the definitive one-volume reference to this
cataclysmic event.
The Oxford Companion to World War II brings together an international team of 140 experts to cover every
aspect of the conduct and experience of the conflict, from grand strategic decisionmaking to the struggles of
daily life. More than 1,700 entries--ranging from brief identifications to in-depth articles on complex
subjects--bring the far-flung elements and events of the war into focus. Here are essays on overarching
themes and broad topics, such as the origins of the war, diplomacy, the Greater East Asia Coprosperity
Sphere, and the Final Solution. Military campaigns and battles, of course, receive extensive attention: entries
include the Fall of France, Operation Barbarossa, and the Battle of Midway, as well as such smaller events as
the sinking of the Scharnhorst and the fall of Wake Island. Scores of analytical biographies range from the
national leaders--Hitler, Stalin, Tojo, Roosevelt, Churchill--to an array of military and political figures, from
Dietrich Bonhoeffer to Ho Chi Minh, from Marshal Timoshenko to General von Manstein. World War II
was also an era of technological leaps, covert exploits, and horrific atrocities--and the Companion gives
thorough coverage to each, with articles on weapons ranging from tanks to E-boats to rockets, on intelligence
organizations (ranging from the O.S.S. to Smersh), and on the German Einstatzgruppen and Todt
organization.
The Companion also provides exceptional coverage beyond the military and political spheres, revealing the
war as it affected the millions of noncombatants. In addition to exploring the economics and social policies
of belligerent states, the Companion addresses such topics as children--explaining how hundreds of
thousands were evacuated from threatened cities, thrown into combat, killed by bombing raids, or made into
orphans. Indeed, the Companion's emphasis on the social history and daily experience of the war makes it
the most complete one-volume reference on this critical chapter in history.
In addition to thousands of entries, conveniently arranged in an a-to-z format, the book also features
hundreds of maps, charts, tables, and evocative photographs. There is no finer resource on the war that
shaped the modern world.

Features
* More than 1,750 entries ranging from brief identifications to in-depth articles
* More than 140 leading international experts have contributed, including David Kennedy, Martin
Gilbert, Robert Dallek, Yogi Akashi, Ben-Ami Shillony, Heinz-Dietrich Lowe, Norman Davies, Wilhelm
Diest, and many more
* Massively illustrated with more than 100 evocative photographs and supplemented by 100 maps, thirty
diagrams, and over 170 tables, charts and graphs
* Articles on every aspect of the war, including:
--surveys of countries, from economics to politics to military structure
--portraits of wartime leaders, including generals, admirals, political figures, and heads of state
--military campaigns and battles, from the Doolittle Raid to Operation Overlord, from Kassarine Pass to the
Warsaw Uprising
--intelligence organizations and exploits, from the Abwehr to Smersh, from codebreaking to commando raids
--military technology, ranging from submarines to aircraft carriers, from fighter planes to V-1 and V-2
missiles, from the Enigma machine to radar



* In-depth coverage of the social aspects of the war, such as the role of women, children, war production,
and life under occupation
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From reader reviews:

Angelina Rone:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take The Oxford Companion to
World War II as the daily resource information.

Maritza Berry:

The e-book untitled The Oxford Companion to World War II is the book that recommended to you to study.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to a person. The language that article author
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of research
when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of The Oxford Companion to World War II from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Scott Manuel:

The Oxford Companion to World War II can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Oxford Companion to
World War II nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into new stage
of crucial thinking.

Ralph Smith:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Oxford Companion to World War II can
be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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