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Political parties are one of the core institutions of democracy. But in democracies around the world?rich and
poor, Western and non-Western?there is growing evidence of low or declining public confidence in parties.
In membership, organization, and popular involvement and commitment, political parties are not what they
used to be. But are they in decline, or are they simply changing their forms and functions? In contrast to
authors of most previous works on political parties, which tend to focus exclusively on long-established
Western democracies, the contributors to this volume cover many regions of the world. Theoretically, they
consider the essential functions that political parties perform in democracy and the different types of parties.
Historically, they trace the emergence of parties in Western democracies and the transformation of party
cleavage in recent decades. Empirically, they analyze the changing character of parties and party systems in
postcommunist Europe, Latin America, and five individual countries that have witnessed significant change:
Italy, Japan, Taiwan, India, and Turkey. As the authors show, political parties are now only one of many
vehicles for the representation of interests, but they remain essential for recruiting leaders, structuring
electoral choice, and organizing government. To the extent that parties are weak and discredited, the health
of democracy will be seriously impaired.

Contributors: Larry Diamond and Richard Gunther • Hans Daalder • Philippe Schmitter • Seymour Martin
Lipset • Giovanni Sartori • Bradley Richardson • Herbert Kitschelt • Michael Coppedge • Ergun Ozbudun •
Yun-han Chu • Leonardo Morlino • Ashutosh Varshney and E. Sridharan • Stefano Bartolini and Peter Mair.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baxter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book). Try
to make the book Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) as your buddy. It means
that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Mildred Patton:

Here thing why this kind of Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of
Democracy Book) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no guide that similar with Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book). It gives
you thrill examining journey, its open up your eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) in e-book can be your choice.

Harriett Costello:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Political Parties
and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Anthony Lainez:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be read.
Political Parties and Democracy (A Journal of Democracy Book) can be your answer given it can be read by
you who have those short spare time problems.
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