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Author, translator, social critic and Harvard professor of art, Charles Eliot Norton was widely regarded in his
own day as the most cultivated man in America. In modern times, by contrast, he has been condemned as the
supercilious representative of an embattled patrician caste. This revisionary study argues that Norton’s
genuine significance for American culture and politics today can only be grasped by recovering the vanished
contexts in which his life and work took shape. In a wide-ranging analysis, Linda Dowling demonstrates the
effects upon Norton’s thought of the great transatlantic humanitarian reform movement of the 1840s, the
Pre-Raphaelite and Ruskinian revolution in art and architecture of the 1850s and the surging liberal optimism
that emerged from the Civil War. Drawing on numerous deleted passages from Norton’s manuscript
journals, Dowling probes beneath the imperturbable mask of the public Norton, bringing to light the elusive
private man.

Returning from Europe in 1873, bereft of his wife and stripped of his religious belief, Norton was compelled
to confront the painful contradictions within his own liberal political faith. In a land given to celebrating
freedom of speech, Norton would become a speaker subjected to physical threats for opposing the Spanish-
American War. Among a people given to glorying in its superiority to other civilizations, he would become a
social critic reviled for arguing that the nation was failing to live up to its own most cherished ideals. It
would be Norton’s misfortune, shared with others of his generation, to watch the golden promise of a
victorious war for the Union fade into the unrepentant cynicism of the Gilded Age. Yet Norton’s militant
idealism and heroic citizenship, Dowling argues, survive now as a vital parable for American civic liberalism
in the present day.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Guillen:

The book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern:
New Nineteenth-Century Studies) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to
make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in
Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) for being your habit,
you can get far more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a e-book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of
Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies). Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about
this e-book?

Mary McKay:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America
(Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) as your daily resource information.

Steve Bennett:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming
Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by a person
who have those short extra time problems.

Angela Latham:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. From the book
Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America (Becoming Modern: New
Nineteenth-Century Studies) we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get
creative person must prefer to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end



up being doubt to change your life at this time book Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-
Century America (Becoming Modern: New Nineteenth-Century Studies). You can more attractive than now.
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