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When three-month-old Lia Lee Arrived at the county hospital emergency room in Merced, California, a
chain of events was set in motion from which neither she nor her parents nor her doctors would ever recover.
Lia's parents, Foua and Nao Kao, were part of a large Hmong community in Merced, refugees from the CIA-
run "Quiet War" in Laos. The Hmong, traditionally a close-knit and fiercely people, have been less amenable
to assimilation than most immigrants, adhering steadfastly to the rituals and beliefs of their ancestors. Lia's
pediatricians, Neil Ernst and his wife, Peggy Philip, cleaved just as strongly to another tradition: that of
Western medicine. When Lia Lee Entered the American medical system, diagnosed as an epileptic, her story
became a tragic case history of cultural miscommunication.

Parents and doctors both wanted the best for Lia, but their ideas about the causes of her illness and its
treatment could hardly have been more different. The Hmong see illness aand healing as spiritual matters
linked to virtually everything in the universe, while medical community marks a division between body and
soul, and concerns itself almost exclusively with the former. Lia's doctors ascribed her seizures to the
misfiring of her cerebral neurons; her parents called her illness, qaug dab peg--the spirit catches you and you
fall down--and ascribed it to the wandering of her soul. The doctors prescribed anticonvulsants; her parents
preferred animal sacrifices.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Waddell:

The book The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the
Collision of Two Cultures (FSG Classics) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need
to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book The Spirit Catches You
and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures (FSG
Classics) to get your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a guide The
Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two
Cultures (FSG Classics). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Travis Wysocki:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem
above. Every person has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or
something that they don't need do that. You must know how great and important the book The Spirit Catches
You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures (FSG
Classics). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other
social media.

Sylvia Harrington:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline The Spirit Catches
You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the Collision of Two Cultures (FSG
Classics) suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The particular book
untitled The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the
Collision of Two Cultures (FSG Classics)is the main one of several books that everyone read now. This
specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Barbara Roundtree:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can
certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their own



reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also
they write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl,
or how to teach your children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always
try to improve their skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them
is this The Spirit Catches You and You Fall Down: A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, and the
Collision of Two Cultures (FSG Classics).
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