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Bill Gates recently told Wired that if he were a teenager today, he would be hacking biology. "If you want to
change the world in some big way," he says, "that's where you should start-biological molecules."

The most disruptive force on the planet resides in DNA. Biotech companies and academic researchers are
just beginning to unlock the potential of piecing together life from scratch. Champions of synthetic biology
believe that turning genetic code into Lego-like blocks to build never-before-seen organisms could solve the
thorniest challenges in medicine, energy, and environmental protection. But as the hackers who cracked open
the potential of the personal computer and the Internet proved, the most revolutionary discoveries often
emerge from out-of-the-way places, forged by brilliant outsiders with few resources besides boundless
energy and great ideas.

In Biopunk, Marcus Wohlsen chronicles a growing community of DIY scientists working outside the walls
of corporations and universities who are committed to democratizing DNA the way the Internet did
information. The "biohacking" movement, now in its early, heady days, aims to unleash an outbreak of
genetically modified innovation by making the tools and techniques of biotechnology accessible to everyone.
Borrowing their idealism from the worlds of open-source software, artisinal food, Internet startups, and the
Peace Corps, biopunks are devoted advocates for open-sourcing the basic code of life. They believe in the
power of individuals with access to DNA to solve the world's biggest problems.

You'll meet a new breed of hackers who aren't afraid to get their hands wet, from entrepreneurs who aim to
bring DNA-based medical tools to the poorest of the poor to a curious tinkerer who believes a tub of yogurt
and a jellyfish gene could protect the world's food supply. These biohackers include:

-A duo who started a cancer drug company in their kitchen
-A team who built an open-source DNA copy machine
-A woman who developed a genetic test in her apartment for a deadly disease that had stricken her family

Along with the potential of citizen science to bring about disruptive change, Wohlsen explores the risks of
DIY bioterrorism, the possibility of genetic engineering experiments gone awry, and whether the ability to
design life from scratch on a laptop might come sooner than we think.
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From reader reviews:

Nicolas Jones:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Biopunk: Solving Biotech's Biggest Problems in Kitchens and
Garages.

Clifford Roselli:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Biopunk: Solving Biotech's
Biggest Problems in Kitchens and Garages is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Sharon Wilson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of a number of ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Biopunk: Solving Biotech's Biggest Problems in Kitchens and Garages, you may tells your family, friends as
well as soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Lola Kelly:

The reserve with title Biopunk: Solving Biotech's Biggest Problems in Kitchens and Garages has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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