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Since September 11, Al Qaeda has been portrayed as an Islamist front united in armed struggle, or jihad,
against the Christian West. However, as the historian and commentator Fawaz A. Gerges argues, the reality
is rather different and more complex. In fact, Al Qaeda represents a minority within the jihadist movement,
and its strategies have been vehemently criticized and opposed by religious nationalists among the jihadis,
who prefer to concentrate on changing the Muslim world rather than taking the fight global. It is this rift that
led to the events of September 11 and that has dominated subsequent developments. Through several years
of primary field research, the author unravels the story of the jihadist movement and explores how it came
into being, the philosophies of its founding fathers, its structure, the rifts and tensions that split its ranks, and
why some members, like Osama bin Laden and his deputy Ayman al-Zawahiri, favored international over
local strategies in taking the war to the West. This is an articulate and original book that sheds light on the
tactics used by the jihadis in the last three decades. As more alienated young Muslims are seduced into
joining, the author asks where the jihadist movement is going and whether it can survive and shed its violent
character. Fawaz A. Gerges holds the Christian A. Johnson Chair in International Affairs and Middle Eastern
Studies at Sarah Lawrence College.He was educated at Oxford University and the London School of
Economics and has previously been a Research Fellow at Harvard and Princeton universities. He is also a
senior analyst and regular commentator for ABC television news. His books include America and Political
Islam: Clash of Interests or Clash of Cultures? (Cambridge,1999) and The Journey of the Jihadis: A
Biography of a State of Mind (Harcourt Press, 2006). He has written extensively on Arab and Muslim
politics, Islamist movements, American foreign policy, and relations between the world of Islam and the
West. His articles have appeared in several of the most prestigious journals and newspapers in the United
States, Europe, and the Middle East.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Rodrigue:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want experience happy read one with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The The Far
Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global (Cambridge Middle East Studies) is kind of book which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Susan Dixon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its
cover may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be The Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went
Global (Cambridge Middle East Studies) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or
even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Myrtle Galloway:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
study. The Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global (Cambridge Middle East Studies) can be your answer since
it can be read by anyone who have those short time problems.

William Farley:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will get
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That The Far Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global
(Cambridge Middle East Studies) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you
have factor that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize,
by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Far
Enemy: Why Jihad Went Global (Cambridge Middle East Studies).
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