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This concise, well-structured survey examines the problem of evil in the context of the philosophy of
religion. One of the core topics in that field, the problem of evil is an enduring challenge that Western
philosophers have pondered for almost two thousand years. The main problem of evil consists in reconciling
belief in a just and loving God with the evil and suffering in the world. Michael Peterson frames this issue by
working through questions such as the following: What is the relation of rational belief to religious faith?
What different conceptual moves are possible on either side of the issue? What responses have important
thinkers advanced and which seem most promising? Is it possible to maintain religious commitment in light
of evil? Peterson relies on the helpful distinction between moral and natural evil to clarify our understanding
of the different aspects of the problem as well as avenues for response.The overall format of the text rests on
classifying various types of argument from evil: the logical, the probabilistic, the evidential, and the
existential arguments. Each type of argument has its own strategy which both theists and nontheists must
recognize and develop. Giving both theistic and nontheistic perspectives fair representation, the text works
through the issues of whether evil shows theistic belief to be inconsistent, improbable, discredited by the
evidence, or threatened by personal crisis.Peterson explains how defensive strategies are particularly geared
for responding to the logical and probabilistic arguments from evil while theodicy is an appropriate response
to the evidential argument. Theodicy has traditionally been understood as the attempt to justify belief in a
God who is all-powerful and all-good in light of evil. The text discusses the theodicies of Augustine,
Leibniz, Hick, and Whitehead as enlightening examples of theodicy. This discussion allows Peterson to
identify and evaluate a rather dominant theme in most theodicies: that evil can be justified by designating a
greater good. In the end, Peterson even explores how certain types of theodicy, based on specifically
Christian renditions of theism, might provide a basis for addressing the existential problem of evil. The
reader of this book gains not only an intellectual grasp of the debate over God and evil in professional
philosophy but also the personal benefit of thinking through one of the most important issues in human life.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Amato:

Now a day those who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading through a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this God And Evil: An Introduction To
The Issues book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

John Thornton:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love God And Evil: An Introduction To The Issues, you may
enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it?
Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Margaret Phillips:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This God And Evil: An Introduction To
The Issues can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these textbooks
have than the others?

Lillian Vaughn:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book God And Evil: An Introduction To The Issues
was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book God And Evil: An Introduction To
The Issues has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading in which.
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