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In this innovative and exciting synthesis of historical analysis, literary criticism, and personal essay,
Dorothee E. Kocks explores the links between place and political ideals in the twentieth century, focusing in
particular on the iconography of the American West. Dream a Little explores the American tradition of using
the land to reveal and elaborate our dreams for social justice.

Writing with a novelist's sensitivity toward language, Kocks explores the idea that Americans have
historically looked to the land for answers to society's problems. To illustrate this point, she shows that the
frontier state with its homestead program was actually the predecessor of the modern welfare state. Instead of
money, the federal government gave away land. Kocks shows how we have "forgotten" the politics and
history behind this giveaway and unravels the significance of this forgetting for our national consciousness.

In the second half of the book, Kocks journeys into three symbolic landscapes: the West, the family farm,
and the small community. She looks at these landscapes through the eyes of writers Mari Sandoz and
Josephine Johnson, and civil rights activist Ella Baker. Interweaving her own life experiences in this
analysis, she traces the relationship between geography and democracy, and of the hopes we attach to the
West.
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From reader reviews:

Geneva Richardson:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Dream a Little: Land and Social
Justice in Modern America is kind of guide which is giving the reader unstable experience.

George Walker:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Dream a Little:
Land and Social Justice in Modern America suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous
writer in this era. The book untitled Dream a Little: Land and Social Justice in Modern Americais a single of
several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will
give you a great deal of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world
in this particular book.

Sandra Jordon:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Dream a Little: Land and
Social Justice in Modern America, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its named reading friends.

Marylouise Potter:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Dream a Little: Land and Social Justice in
Modern America reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Dream a
Little: Land and Social Justice in Modern America as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have
to listening to another sixth sense.
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