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The world was wild for gold. After discovering the Americas, and under pressure to defend their vast
dominion, the Habsburgs of Spain promoted gold and silver exploration in the New World with ruthless
urgency. But, the great influx of wealth brought home by plundering conquistadors couldn’t compensate for
the Spanish government’s extraordinary military spending, which would eventually bankrupt the country
multiple times over and lead to the demise of the great empire.

Gold became synonymous with financial dependability, and following the devastating chaos of World War I,
the gold standard came to express the order of the free market system. Warfare in pursuit of wealth required
borrowing—a quickly compulsive dependency for many governments. And when people lost confidence in
the promissory notes and paper currencies issued during wartime, governments again turned to gold.

In this captivating historical study, Kwarteng exposes a pattern of war-waging and financial debt—bedmates
like April and taxes that go back hundreds of years, from the French Revolution to the emergence of
modern-day China. His evidence is as rich and colorful as it is sweeping. And it starts and ends with gold.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Proctor:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual War and Gold: A Five-Hundred-
Year History of Empires, Adventures, and Debt is kind of publication which is giving the reader unstable
experience.

Martin Elkins:

Often the book War and Gold: A Five-Hundred-Year History of Empires, Adventures, and Debt has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This particular book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Christine Erhart:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this War and Gold: A Five-Hundred-Year
History of Empires, Adventures, and Debt e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation War and
Gold: A Five-Hundred-Year History of Empires, Adventures, and Debt as good book not simply by the
cover but also from the content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you
still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

George Degregorio:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So
you know that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Numerous
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this War and Gold: A Five-Hundred-Year
History of Empires, Adventures, and Debt.
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