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This unique work examines the role played by sexuality in the historical encounter between China and the
West. Distinguished historian D. E. Mungello focuses especially on Western homosexuals who saw China as
a place of escape from the homophobia of Europe and North America. His groundbreaking study traces the
lives of two dozen men, many previously unknown to have same-sex desire, who fled to China and in the
process influenced perceptions of Chinese culture to this day. Their individual stories encompass flight from
homophobia in their home countries, the erotic attraction of Chinese boy-actors, friendships with Chinese
men, intellectual connections with the Chinese, and the reorientation of Western aesthetics toward China.

Mungello explores historical attitudes and the atmosphere of oppression toward men with same-sex desire as
he recounts the intensification of repression of queers in Europe and North America in the late nineteenth-
century. He shows how China became a place of escape, a homosexual “land of Oz” where men could flee
from the closets of their minds. Some traveled to China and lived there; others immersed themselves in
Chinese culture at a distance. Most established long-term friendships and acted as cultural intermediaries
who opened the aesthetic range of Western culture to a new sense of beauty and a fresh source of inspiration
for poets, artists, and dramatists. Their “boys”—Chinese males whose services were available at low cost as
messengers, rickshaw pullers, guides, cooks, entertainers, escorts, and prostitutes—were transformed into a
universal metaphor of Chinese culture that lingers to this day. Indeed, outside men’s range of relationships,
intellectual and physical, have had a profound impact in shaping the modern Western conception of China.
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From reader reviews:

Dustin Broach:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz. Try to
make book Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz as your good friend. It means that it can for
being your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know anything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Shannon Bland:

The book Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the great thing like a book Western
Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you are able to share all of these.
Book Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz has simple shape but you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

William Prentice:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz as your daily
resource information.

Charles Massie:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by internet on social media.
You can choose the top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Western Queers in China: Flight to the Land of Oz. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is
most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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