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Germany's painful entry into the modern age elicited many conflicting emotions. Excitement and anxiety
about the "disenchantment of the world" predominated, as Germans realized that the triumph of science and
reason had made the nation materially powerful while impoverishing it spiritually. Eager to enchant their
world anew, many Germans in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries responded by turning to a
variety of paranormal beliefs and practices?including Theosophy, astrology, psychical research, graphology,
dowsing, and spirit healing. No mere fringe phenomenon, the German occult movement had a truly national
presence, encompassing hundreds of clubs, businesses, institutes, and publishers providing and consuming
occult goods and services.

In A Science for the Soul, historian Corinna Treitel explores the appeal and significance of German occultism
in all its varieties between the 1870s and the 1940s, locating its dynamism in the nation's struggle with
modernization and the public's dissatisfaction with scientific materialism. Occultism, Treitel notes, served as
a bridge between traditional religious beliefs and the values of an increasingly scientific, secular, and liberal
society. Drawing on a wealth of archival materials, Treitel describes the individuals and groups who
participated in the occult movement, reconstructs their organizational history, and examines the economic
and social factors responsible for their success.

Building on this foundation, Treitel turns to the question of how Germans used the occult in three realms of
practice: Theosophy, where occult studies were used to achieve spiritual enlightenment; the arts, where
occult states of consciousness fueled the creative process of avant-garde painters, writers, and dancers; and
the applied sciences, where professionals in psychology, law enforcement, engineering, and medicine
employed occult techniques to solve characteristic problems of modernity. In conclusion, Treitel considers
the conflicting meanings occultism held for contemporaries by focusing on the anti-spiritualist campaigns
mounted by the national press, the Protestant and Catholic Churches, local and national governments, and the
Nazi regime, which after years of alternating between affinity and antipathy for occultism, finally crushed
the movement by 1945.

Throughout, A Science for the Soul examines German occultism in its broadest cultural setting as a key
aspect of German modernism, offering new insights into how Germans met the challenge of pursuing
meaningful lives in the modern age.
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From reader reviews:

Luis Martin:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This A Science for the Soul: Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern book is
readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you.
The writer regarding A Science for the Soul: Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern content
conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the
written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still thinking A Science for the Soul:
Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Gerald Warfield:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading
a reserve. The book A Science for the Soul: Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Mary Jones:

This A Science for the Soul: Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern is great e-book for you
because the content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and still have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we
can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole facts in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tricky core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having A Science for the Soul: Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern in
your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that
no reserve that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this reserve already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Delaine Valencia:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This A Science for the Soul:
Occultism and the Genesis of the German Modern is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in
the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy



the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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