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The tales of King Arthur and his Knights are of Celtic origin. The Celts were the people who occupied
Britain at the time when the history of the country opens, and a few words are necessary to explain why the
characters in the stories act and speak as though they belonged to a later age.
It is believed that King Arthur lived in the sixth century, just after the Romans withdrew from Britain, and
when the Britons, left to defend themselves against the attacks of the marauding Saxons, rose and defeated
them at Mount Badon, securing to themselves peace for many years. It was probably about this time that
King Arthur and his company of Knights performed the deeds which were to become the themes of stories
and lays for generations afterwards.
In olden times, it was the custom of minstrels and story-tellers to travel through the land from court to court,
telling of tales of chivalry and heroism, and for many centuries the tales of King Arthur formed the stock
from which the story-teller drew.
In this way the stories came to be handed down from father to son, in Brittany (whose people are of the same
family as the Welsh) as well as in Wales and England, and by this means alone were they prevented from
being lost. But in the reigns of Henry II. and Richard I., they were set down on paper, and so became
literature. Before this, however, a British writer had written out some of the tales, and from him as well as
from the lips of the bards and story-tellers of their own generation, the writers in the time of Henry II. were
able to collect their information.
Now, it will be remembered that the second and third crusades were being carried on during the reigns of
Henry II. and Richard I., and many English and French Knights were therefore fighting in the fields of
Palestine.
The story-teller, whose living depended on the welcome his stories met with, instead of telling them
according to tradition, altered them to suit the tastes of his hearers. Thus, the old heroes of tradition were
placed upon prancing horses, clothed in coats of mail, and armed with lances as if they had been vassals of
King Henry or King Richard. And in this way the story-teller called up before the minds of the listeners
pictures of deeds of chivalry, such as husbands and brothers were performing for the Christian faith in far-off
Palestine. The writers of the time, both English and French, set them down as they heard and knew them, and
so in their altered and historically inaccurate form they have reached us at the present day.
One of the most famous of the books compiled by old English writers was the “Historia Britonum,” which
was written (in Latin) by Geoffrey, Bishop of Asaph. It contained an account of a war which King Arthur
waged in Western Europe, but made no mention of the Holy Grail.
From this and other books of romances compiled in England, and very largely, too, from books of French
romances, Sir Thomas Malory obtained the material for his “Morte d’Arthur,” which was written in 1470.
This is the most famous of the early books of Arthurian legend, and it is from the “Morte d’Arthur” that most
of the stories in this book are taken. Some, however, are taken from the “High History of the Holy Graal,”
translated from the French by Dr. Sebastian Evans. The language throughout has been modified with a view
to making the legends more easy of study.
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From reader reviews:

Scott Anderson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of numerous ways to share the information
or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you looking at
a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it anything.
Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Tales of King Arthur and the
Knights of the Round Table (Illustrated), you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Sandra Maes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not striving Tales of King Arthur and the
Knights of the Round Table (Illustrated) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much
better then how they react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick Tales of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table
(Illustrated) become your own starter.

Callie Allen:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Tales of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table (Illustrated) will give you new experience in
reading through a book.

Diane Walker:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top list in your reading list is actually Tales of King Arthur and the Knights of the
Round Table (Illustrated). This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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