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Robert Clark Young has wanted to be a writer since he was in his teens. In this uproariously comic, prize-
winning essay, Young satirizes the absurdity of literary ambition. Just how far will writers go for a shot at
the big time?

Will they stalk Allen Ginsberg as he does his dry cleaning in Greenwich Village? Will they pretend to be
interested in the mating habits of grizzly bears, just for the chance to hang out with Gary Snyder? Will they
learn to translate Russian obscenities in order to get close to poet Joseph Brodsky? Will they use a crowded
bookstore appearance by Gore Vidal as an opportunity to shoplift books? Will they join the staffs of literary
magazines just for the pleasure of writing rejection slips to the likes of W.P. Kinsella and Joyce Carol Oates?
Will they finagle breakfast with Raymond Carver--and then be accused of killing him? Will they lampoon
Chuck Kinder's "wonder boys," a decade before Michael Chabon did it? Will they jet off to Egypt to beg
Nobel Laureate Naguib Mahfouz for publishing contacts, even though he speaks no English? Will they send
manuscripts and pleading letters to Donald Barthelme for years and years and years, and be upset never to
hear anything back, unaware that the man is dead? Will they actually stoop to stealing clothing out of the
back of Larry McMurtry's convertible? Will they clandestinely obtain Thomas Pynchon's driving record,
including weight, height, eye color, and address, from the Department of Motor Vehicles?

Yes. Of course. Writers will do all of this. And more.

First published in the Black Warrior Review, "One Writer's Big Innings" was reprinted in the AWP
Chronicle (now The Writer's Chronicle), nominated for the Pushcart Prize, and then awarded the Black
Warrior Review's Best of the '90s Award for Nonfiction.

The essay, clocking in at 7,000 words, launched Young's literary career. In the twenty years since its
appearance, he's published with HarperCollins, Penguin Books, the Washington Post, the San Francisco
Chronicle, New York Press, and many of the leading literary journals in the United States.

Today, Young lives in San Diego, where he writes about many subjects, including eldercare. He has been the
primary caregiver for his parents since 2008, when they both suffered serious strokes. All of the royalties
from his essays and stories featured on Kindle go to keep his parents living in freedom and dignity in their
own home.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Herndon:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled One
Writer's Big Innings (One Writer's Big Innings: Literary Series Book 1) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The One Writer's Big Innings (One Writer's Big Innings:
Literary Series Book 1) giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also
giving you useful info for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to
try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Karolyn Kaufman:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving One Writer's Big Innings (One
Writer's Big Innings: Literary Series Book 1) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of
reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far
better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you could pick One Writer's Big Innings (One Writer's Big Innings: Literary
Series Book 1) become your own starter.

Charles Collier:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book One Writer's Big Innings (One Writer's Big Innings:
Literary Series Book 1) was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book One
Writer's Big Innings (One Writer's Big Innings: Literary Series Book 1) has many kinds or style. Start from
kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and relax.
Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.

Tammie Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person like reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims
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