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Fairy tales, often said to be ''timeless'' and fundamentally ''oral,'' have a long written history. However,
argues Elizabeth Wanning Harries in this provocative book, a vital part of this history has fallen by the
wayside. The short, subtly didactic fairy tales of Charles Perrault and the Grimms have determined our
notions about what fairy tales should be like. Harries argues that alongside these ''compact'' tales there exists
another, ''complex'' tradition: tales written in France by the conteuses (storytelling women) in the 1690s and
the late-twentieth-century tales by women writers that derive in part from this centuries-old tradition.

Grounded firmly in social history and set in lucid prose, Twice upon a Time refocuses the lens through
which we look at fairy tales. The conteuses saw their tales as amusements for sophisticated adults in the
salon, not for children. Self-referential, frequently parodic, and set in elaborate frames, their works often
criticize the social expectations that determined the lives of women at the court of Louis XIV.

After examining the evolution of the ''Anglo-American'' fairy tale and its place in this variegated history,
Harries devotes the rest of her book to recent women writers--A. S. Byatt, Anne Sexton, Angela Carter, and
Emma Donoghue among them--who have returned to fairy-tale motifs so as to challenge modern-day gender
expectations. Late-twentieth-century tales, like the conteuses', force us to rethink our conception of fairy
tales and of their history.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Bennett:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Twice upon a Time: Women
Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale. will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that open or reading a new book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best
book or appropriate book with you?

Aurelio Ashley:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Twice upon a Time:
Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale. is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Willie Briggs:

This Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale. tend to be reliable for you who
want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Twice upon a Time: Women Writers
and the History of the Fairy Tale. can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
at e-book and printed types. Beside that this Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of the
Fairy Tale. forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Catherine Lyons:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Twice upon a Time: Women Writers and the History of
the Fairy Tale. was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Twice upon a
Time: Women Writers and the History of the Fairy Tale. has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try
to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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