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Jews have been a religious and cultural presence in America since the colonial era, and the community of
Jews in the United States today?some six million people?continues to make a significant contribution to the
American religious landscape. Emphasizing developments in American Judaism in the last quarter century
among active participants in Jewish worship, this book provides both a look back into the 350-year history of
Judaic life and a well-crafted portrait of a multifaceted tradition today. Combining extensive research into
synagogue archival records and secondary sources as well as interviews and observations of worship services
at more than a hundred Jewish congregations across the country, Raphael's study distinguishes itself as both
a history of the Judaic tradition and a witness to the vitality and variety of contemporary American Judaic
life. Beginning with a chapter on beliefs, festivals, and life-cycle events, both traditional and non-traditional,
and an explanation of the enormous variation in practice, Raphael then explores Jewish history in America,
from the arrival of the first Jews to the present, highlighting the emergence and development of the four
branches: Orthodox, Conservative, Reconstructionist, and Reform. After documenting the considerable
variety among the branches, the book addresses issues of some controversy, notably spirituality, conversion,
homosexuality, Jewish education, synagogue architecture, and the relationship to Israel. Raphael turns next
to a discussion of eight American Jews whose thoughts and/or activities made a huge impact on American
Judaism. The final chapter focuses on the return to tradition in every branch of Judaism and examines
prospects for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Travis Ralls:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Judaism in America
(Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the
world. Why, because this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kristin Walker:

This book untitled Judaism in America (Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Daniel Padilla:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Judaism in America (Columbia Contemporary American
Religion Series) it is very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. We were
holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but
this book possesses high quality.

Lucille Chenier:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Judaism in America (Columbia
Contemporary American Religion Series) book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make
book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Judaism in
America (Columbia Contemporary American Religion Series) as good book not just by the cover but also
with the content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.
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