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A “sharp-eyed look at the complexities of war” (Parade), that explores the inner workings of the Human
Terrain System, a Pentagon program that sends civilian social scientists into war zones to help soldiers
understand local culture.

On the day Barack Obama was elected president in November 2008, a small group of American civilians
took their optimism and experience to a village west of Kandahar, Afghanistan. They were part of the
Pentagon’s controversial attempt to bring social science to the battlefield, driven by the notion that you can’t
win a war if you don’t understand the enemy and his culture. The field team in Afghanistan that day included
an intrepid Texas blonde, a former bodyguard for Afghan president Hamid Karzai, and an ex-military
intelligence sergeant who had come to Afghanistan to make peace with his troubled past. But not all goes as
planned.

In this tale of moral suspense, journalist Vanessa Gezari follows these three idealists from the hope that
brought them to Afghanistan through the events of the fateful day when one is gravely wounded, an Afghan
is dead, and a proponent of cross-cultural engagement is charged with his murder. Through it all, these brave
Americans ended up showing the world just how determined they were to get things right, how hard it was to
really understand a place like Afghanistan where storytelling has been a major tool of survival, and why all
future wars will involve this strange mix of fighting and listening.

Vanessa Gezari is the only journalist to have gained access to the lives of people inside this troubled Army
program, including the brilliant, ambitious figures who conceived it. This true story of war and sacrifice will
upend your ideas about what really went wrong in Afghanistan.
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From reader reviews:

Lauren Graves:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Tender Soldier: A True
Story of War and Sacrifice is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Anna Sanders:

The event that you get from The Tender Soldier: A True Story of War and Sacrifice is the more deep you
excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Tender Soldier: A True Story of War and Sacrifice giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood
through anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this specific The Tender Soldier: A True
Story of War and Sacrifice instantly.

Elaine Harvey:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Tender Soldier: A True Story of
War and Sacrifice book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty The Tender Soldier: A True
Story of War and Sacrifice as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick
this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Charlie Seymour:

A lot of book has printed but it is different. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is known
as of book The Tender Soldier: A True Story of War and Sacrifice. You'll be able to your knowledge by it.
Without leaving behind the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read.
It is most important that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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