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A stirring account of the most influential battle in history For millennia, Carthage's triumph over Rome at
Cannae in 216 B.C. has inspired reverence and awe. It was the battle that countless armies tried to imitate,
most notably in World Wars I and II, the battle that obsessed legendary military minds. Yet no general ever
matched Hannibal's most unexpected, innovative, and brutal military victory-the costliest day of combat for
any army in history. Robert L. O'Connell, one of the most admired names in military history, now tells the
whole story of Cannae for the first time, giving us a stirring account of this apocalyptic battle of the Second
Punic War, and its causes and consequences. O'Connell shows how a restive Rome amassed a giant army to
punish Carthage's masterful commander, who had dealt them deadly blows at Trebia and Lake Trasimene,
and how Hannibal outwitted enemies that outnumbered him. O'Connell describes Hannibal's strategy of
blinding his opponents with sun and dust, enveloping them in a deadly embrace and sealing their escape,
before launching a massive knife fight that would kill 48,000 men in close contact. The Ghosts of Cannae
then brilliantly conveys how this disastrous pivot point in Rome's history ultimately led to the republic's
resurgence and the creation of its empire. Piecing together decayed shreds of ancient reportage, the author
paints powerful portraits of the leading players: Hannibal, resolutely sane and uncannily strategic; Varro,
Rome's co-consul who was so scapegoated for the loss; and Scipio Africanus, the surviving (and self-
promoting) Roman military tribune who would one day pay back Hannibal at Zama in North Africa. Finally,
O'Connell reveals how Cannae's legend has inspired and haunted military leaders ever since, and the lessons
it teaches for our own wars. Superbly researched and written with wit and erudition, The Ghosts of Cannae is
the definitive account of a battle whose history continues to resonate.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the Darkest Hour of the
Roman Republic. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important any book The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the Darkest Hour of the Roman Republic. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
learn everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing
until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Celia Norton:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did
you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just their
can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on pre-school until university need that The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the Darkest Hour of the Roman
Republic to read.

Christina McMullen:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the
Darkest Hour of the Roman Republic is simple to develop you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Stephen Redmond:

You can find this The Ghosts of Cannae: Hannibal the Darkest Hour of the Roman Republic by check out the
bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because
of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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