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The Arabs first invaded Asia Minor during the commotions of 641. In 642 a plan of Valentine for a
combined attack on them was frustrated by his defeat; but Theodore and Procopius penetrated as far as
Batnae, and an Armenian force occupied Amida and nearly reached Edessa before they were routed. In 643,
Valentine having returned to Constantinople, the enemy again entered Asia Minor, and Arabissus capitulated
to Umair. In 644 Muawiya, amir of Syria, took and plundered Euchaita; and in 646 after besieging Caesarea
for ten days he ravaged the neighbourhood, returned, and forced it to pay tribute, afterwards vainly attacking
Amorium. On this expedition he found the Cilician fortresses deserted and left garrisons in them till his
return, but in 647 had them destroyed. In 649 Habib, and in 651 Busr, raided Isauria, and in 651 Sufyan also
invaded Roman territory from Germanicea, while in 649 Muawiya placed a fleet on the sea and plundered
Constantia in Cyprus, but retreated on the approach of a Roman fleet under Cacorizus the chamberlain.
These were only plundering expeditions: but about 647 Habib occupied Melitene, Sozopetra, and Adata; and,
as the war had gone against the Romans, Constans in 651 sent Procopius to treat for peace with Muawiya
(the Caliph Othman was ignored), and a truce was made for two years, the Emperor paying tribute and
leaving Gregory, the nephew of Heraclius, as a hostage.
The truce of 651 was hardly more than nominal; for the secession of Armenia led to the Emperor’s
expedition to that country (652) and to the outbreak of fresh hostilities there, and after the expiration of the
armistice the war was renewed on a larger scale than before. Great preparations were made by Mudawiya for
an attack by sea and land upon Constantinople. He himself, starting from Melitene, took Ancyra and
advanced to Dorylaeum (653), destroying all the fortresses on the way. Meanwhile ships were being hastily
built at Alexandria, Tripolis, and other places; and in 654 a fleet under Abul-Awar after occupying Cyprus
pillaged Cos, Crete, and Rhodes (where the famous colossus, long since fallen, was broken up and sold to a
Jew). But, while the work was going on at Tripolis, two Roman brothers, Muawiya’s slaves, liberated the
prisoners, and, with their help killed the governor and his guard, burnt the ships, and escaped by sea to
Roman territory. Muawiya, who was probably recalled by the news of this disaster, did nothing this year
beyond taking a fortress near Melitene: but the naval preparations were not given up, and in spring 655
Abul-Awar was sent to Phoenix in Lycia, a place celebrated for cypresses, to cut wood for shipbuilding,
where he was joined by the Egyptian ships under Abdallah. But the new naval policy of the Arabs had forced
the Romans also to institute a standing fleet; and the invaders were attacked by the Emperor in person, who
was accompanied by his brother, Theodosius. In the battle which followed the Arabs were victorious, the
Roman fleet being almost destroyed and Constans with difficulty escaping in disguise; but the Arabs, having
attained their object, returned. Muawiya at the same time made an expedition by land as far as Caesarea; but
in 656 the murder of Othman and the civil war which followed put an end to his schemes, and he was at last
glad to buy peace by paying tribute (659). The Emperor used the respite to reduce some Slavonic tribes,
some of which he transferred to Asia to assist in the defence against the Arabs…
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Bufkin:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Cambridge Medieval History - Book VIII:
The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book The Cambridge Medieval History - Book
VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages. You can add understanding and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything!
From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Ray Ellis:

The book The Cambridge Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle
Ages can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the
good thing like a book The Cambridge Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the
Early Middle Ages? A number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give
many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details
that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of these. Book The Cambridge
Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages has simple shape
nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by
wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Homer Anderson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is The Cambridge Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early Middle Ages.

Jordan Moore:

You can obtain this The Cambridge Medieval History - Book VIII: The Arab-Byzantine Wars and the Early
Middle Ages by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble
if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or
printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including now, you
just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways
to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your



knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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