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This is the first comprehensive treatment of the strategies employed in the world's languages to express
predicative possession, as in "the boy has a bat". It presents the results of the author's fifteen-year research
project on the subject. Predicative possession is the source of many grammaticalization paths - as in the
English perfect tense formed from to have - and its typology is an important key to understanding the
structural variety of the world's languages and how they change. Drawing on data from some 400 languages
representing all the world's language families, most of which lack a close equivalent to the verb to have,
Professor Stassen aims (a) to establish a typology of four basic types of predicative possession, (b) to
discover and describe the processes by which standard constructions can be modified, and (c) to explore
links between the typology of predicative possession and other typologies in order to reveal patterns of
interdependence. He shows, for example, that the parameter of simultaneous sequencing - the way a
language formally encodes a sequence like "John sang and Mary danced" - correlates with the way it encodes
predicative possession. By means of this and other links the author sets up a single universal model in order
to account for all morphosyntactic variation in predicative possession found in the languages of the world,
including patterns of variation over time.

Predicative Possession will interest scholars and advanced students of language typology, diachronic
linguistics, morphology and syntax.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Predicative Possession (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic
Theory). Try to the actual book Predicative Possession (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory)
as your pal. It means that it can to become your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course
make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence
because you can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge
with this book.

William Grimm:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Predicative
Possession (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory).

Jay Blanchard:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Predicative Possession (Oxford Studies in
Typology and Linguistic Theory) is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Richard Eby:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This publication Predicative Possession (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic
Theory) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book
that you wanted.
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